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SUBJECT: UNDER SECRETARY ROBINSON S VISIT - SELA 

1. SUMMARY: ACCORDING TO PEREZ GUERRERO, SELA IS TO 

BE A FORUM FOR COORDINATING LATIN AMERICAN POSITIONS ON INTER- 
NATIONAL ECONOMIC ISSUES AND A MEANS OF PROMOTING MULTILATERAL 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS. IT WILL HAVE A SMALL SECRETARIAT BUT 
WILL AVOID BUREAUCRATIZED "INSTITUTIONALISM." THE LATIN 
AMERICANS ARE SCHEDULED TO MEET IN PANAMA LATE THIS MONTH 
TO BEGIN WRITING SELA'S CHARTER. IN PART. THE VENEZUELAN CONCERN 
FOR SELA REFLECTS THE INTEREST OF CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ IN USING 
ITS BAPTISM AS THE OCCASION FOR THE HEMISPHERE SUMMIT HE WANTS 
TO STAGE HERE IN THE FALL. END SUMMARY 

2. MINISTER OF STATE FOR INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC AFFAIRS PEREZ 
GUERRERO RAISED THE SUBJECT OF SELA DURING HIS JULY 9 MEETING 

WITH UNDER SECRETARY ROBINSON AND TOOK THE OPPORTUNITY TO REVIEW 
THE VENEZUELAN POSITION. PEREZ GUERRERO NOTED THAT THE GOV 
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HAD FROM THE OUTSET REACTED MORE FAVORABLY THAN OTHER LATIN 
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AMERICAN GOVERNMENTS TO ECHEVERRIA'S INITIATIVE- ALTHOUGH, HE 
HASTENED TO SAY, NONE HAD REIECTED IT. ACCORDING TO THE 
MINISTER, THE GOV DID FIND THE ORIGINAL MEXICAN IDEAS ON 
SELA TENDING TOWARD OVERBLOWN "INSTITUTIONALISM,’' WHILE THE VENE- 
ZUELANS THOUGHT THE NEW ORGANIZATION WOULD BETTER SERVE LATIN 
AMERICAN INTERESTS AS A SMALL AND FLEXIBLE "MECHANISM." NOW, 

HE ASSERTED, THE GOM HAS COME AROUND TO THAT LATTER VIEW AND 
SELA IS VERY MUCH A MEXICAN- VENEZUELAN PROIECT. 

3. IN THE VENEZUELAN VIEW, SELA WILL BE ESTABLISHED TO SERVE: 

(1) AS A FORUM FOR EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC 
ISSUES OF MUTUAL INTEREST TO THE LATIN AMERICANS AND (2) AS 
A FOCAL POINT FOR THE PROMOTION (BUT NOT EXECUTION) OF SPECIFIC 
MULTILATERAL LATIN AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS. IN ITS 
FIRST ROLE, SELA WILL REPLACE CECLA AND PROVIDE THE MEANS 
FOR THE COORDINATION OF LATIN AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC 
POLICY AND THE PREPARATION OF LATIN AMERICAN POSITIONS FOR 
MEETINGS AND NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES AND IN INTER- 
NATIONAL FORA. IN ITS SECOND FUNCTION, SELA WILL PROVIDE AN 
OPPORTUNITY FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF JOINT INDUSTRIAL INITIATIVES, 
RESEARCH CENTERS AND THE LIKE, WITH ACTUAL IMPLEMENTATION TO 
BE ASSIGNED SUBSEQUENTLY TO OTHER INSTITUTIONS SUCH AS THE IDB. 

4. PEREZ GUERRERO EMPHASIZED THROUGHOUT THAT SELA WILL BE 
AN ECONOMIC BODY UNCONCERNED WITH POLITICAL QUESTIONS- 
ENTIRELY PRAGMATIC AND NON -CONFRONTATION AL . HE SAID THE UNITED 
STATES WOULD NOT BE INCLUDED IN THIS SYSTEM, BUT SELA WOULD 
SEEK TO ENLIST OUR COOPERATION WHENEVER THAT MIGHT BE NEEDED. 
SUCH COOPERATION WOULD, OF COURSE, ALSO BE INVITED FROM OTHER 
INDUSTRIALIZED COUNTRIES, ALTHOUGH IN MANY INSTANCES THE US 
WILL BE THE MOST "NATURAL PARTNER.” 

5. THE MINISTER CONCEDED THAT SELA, UNLIKE CECLA, WILL 

BY NECESSITY HAVE A SMALL SECRETARIAT, BUT "SAFEGUARDS" WILL 
BE CREATED TO KEEP THE SECRETARIAT FROM GROWING TOO LARGE OR 
TOO "INSTITUTIONALIZED." PEREZ GUERRERO SAID THE LATIN AMERICAN 
COUNTRIES WOULD MEET IN PANAMA TOWARD THE END OF THE MONTH TO 
BEGIN WRITING A "CHARTER" FOR SELA. 

6. THE UNDER SECRETARY EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR THIS 
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REVIEW OF SELA’S PURPOSES, NOTING THAT THE USG UNDERSTANDS 
SELA TO BE A LATIN AMERICAN INITIATIVE AND AS SUCH, LATIN 
AMERICA'S BUSINESS. THE AMBASSADOR COMMENTED THAT THE 
UNITED STATES HAS LONG SUPPORTED LATIN AMERICAN ECONOMIC 
COOPERATION AND INTEGRATION. IN RESPONSE TO A DIRECT QUESTION, 
PEREZ GUERRERO ADMITTED THAT SELA WOULD PROVIDE A FORUM FOR 
DISCUSSION OF JOINT ACTION ON COMMODITY QUESTIONS BUT ASSERTED 
THAT SUCH DISCUSSIONS AND INITIATIVES WOULD TAKE PLACE IN ANY 
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CASE, WITH OR WITHOUT SET .A. 

7. COMMENT: PEREZ GUERRERO CLEARLY TOOK ADVANTAGE OF MR. 
ROBINSON'S PRESENCE IN CARACAS TO ATTEMPT TO REASSURE THE 
USG AT A HIGH LEVEL AS TO THE OBJECTIVES OF SELA. WE HAVE 
NOTED SOME DEGREE OF PUZZLEMENT HERE OVER THE LACK OF ANY 
USG REACTION TO SELA-A HEALTHY CONDITION IN OUR JUDGMENT. 

8. WE ALSO NOTE RATHER INTENSE RECENT ACTIVITY ON THE SET, A 
FRONT. RABASA WAS IN CARACAS ON A QUICK AND RATHER MYSTERIOUS 
TRIP JULY 3, PROBABLY TO DISCUSS FURTHER MEXICAN/VENEZUELAN 
EFFORTS TO GET SELA OFF THE GROUND. FOREIGN MINISTER ESCOVAR 
SALOM HAD SCHEDULED A TRIP TO ARGENTINA (NOW CANCELED) AND 
WILL BE GOING TO BRAZIL NEXT WEEK, AGAIN UNDOUBTEDLY TO TALK 
UP SELA. HE WILL ALSO REPORTEDLY BE RETURNING RAB ASA'S CALL 

A LITTLE LATER THIS MONTH. PRESIDENT CARLOS ANDRES PEREZ HAS A 
GOOD DEAL OF POLITICAL CAPITAL RIDING ON THIS SCHEME SINCE THE 
OFFICIAL BAPTISM OF SELA IS TO BE THE OCCASION FOR THE CHIEF-OF- 
STATE MEETING IN CARACAS HE HAS BEEN ADVERTISING SO HEAVILY 
THESE PAST MONTHS. SELA IS PROBABLY ESSENTIAL TO THAT ENTERPRISE 
BECAUSE IT IS THE ONLY APPARENT INSTRUMENT AROUND TO WEDGE 
FIDEL CASTRO INTO A MEETING OF HIS PEERS. 

SHLAUDEMAN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS, REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, ECONOMIC INTEGRATION, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 10 JUL 1975 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975CARACA07073 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750239-0168 
From: CARACAS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t19750766/aaaacgpx.tel 

Line Count: 138 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 04 SEP 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <04 SEP 2003 by WorrelSW>; APPROVED <25 NOV 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: UNDER SECRETARY ROBINSON'S VISIT - SELA 

TAGS: EGEN, ECIN. VE, XM, SELA, (PEREZ GUERRERO, MANUEL), (ROBINSON, CHARLES) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



